AMENDMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. §1.111 
Application No.: 10/576,753 



Attorney Docket No.: Q94259 



AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 

LISTING OF CLAIMS: 

1 . (original): A compound represented by general formula (I): 




(I) 



a prodrug thereof, or a pharmaceutically acceptable salt thereof, 



wherein 

R' is a hydrogen atom or a lower alkyl group; 

each of R and R is independently a hydrogen atom or a lower alky! group; 
each of R , R and R is independently a hydrogen atom, a halogen atom, a lower alkyl 
group or a lower alkoxy group; 

R^ is a hydrogen atom or a lower alkyl group; 

R is a hydrogen atom, a halogen atom, a lower alkyl group, a lower alkoxy group, a 
cycloalkyl group, a heterocycloalkyl group, an aryl group, an aryloxy group, an aralkyloxy 
group, a heteroaryl group, a hydroxy-lower alkyl group, a hydroxy group, a di(lower alkyl)amino 
group, a cyclic amino group, a di(lower alkyl)amino-lower alkyl group, a lower acyl group, a 
lower alkylsulfanyl group, a lower alkylsulfonyl group, a carboxy group, a lower alkoxycarbonyl 
group or an aralkyloxycarbonyl group, 

or R*^ and R^ are bonded together to form -OCH2O- or -CH=CH-CH=CH-; 
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is a hydrogen atom, a halogen atom, a lower alkyl group, a halo-lower alkyl group, a 
hydroxy-lower alkyl group, a hydroxy group, a lower alkoxy group, a cyano group, a lower 
alkylsulfonyl group, a lower alkylsulfonylamino group, -COR^^, -A^-COR^^, or -0-A^-COR^^; 
R*^ is a hydroxy group, a lower alkoxy group or -NR^ ^R^^, 

each of R^^ and R*^ is independently a hydrogen atom, a lower alkyl group, a carboxy- 
lower alkyl group or a lower alkoxycarbonyl-lower alkyl group, or R^^ and R^^, together with the 
nitrogen atom to which they are bonded, form a cyclic amine; 

A^ is a lower alkylene group or a lower alkenylene group; 

A is a lower alkylene group; 

Ar is a group represented by a formula: 




, or a heteroaryl group; 



each of R^^ and R^"^ is independently a hydrogen atom, a halogen atom, a lower alkyl 
group, a halo-lower alkyl group, a lower alkoxy group, a hydroxy group, a lower 

« <^ 1/4 

alkylsulfonylamino group or a lower acylamino group, or when R and R are adjacent each 
other, then R^^ and R^'* are bonded together to form a group represented by -NH-C(0)-NH-, 
provided that when one of R and R is a hydrogen atom, then the other is not a hydroxy group; 
and 

A is a bond, -OCH2- or -SCH2-. 

2. (original): The compound according to claim 1, or a pharmaceutically acceptable salt 
thereof, wherein 



5 
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Ar is a group represented by a formula: 




, or a pyridyl group; 



each of R and R is independently a hydrogen atom, a halogen atom, a hydroxy group, 
a lower alkylsulfonylamino group or a lower acylamino group, or when R and R are adjacent 
each other, then R^^ and R^"* are bonded together to form a group represented by -"NH-C(0)-NH-. 



3. (original): The compound according to claim 1, or a pharmaceutically 
acceptable salt thereof, wherein 

Ar is a group represented by a formula: 



HO, 



H 



, in which R is a lower alkyl group; and 



A is a bond. 



4. (original): A compound represented by general formula (II): 




or a pharmaceutically acceptable salt thereof, wherein 
R* is a hydrogen atom or a lower alkyl group; 

each of R^ and R^ is independently a hydrogen atom or a lower alkyl group; 
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each of R"*, R^ and R^ is independently a hydrogen atom, a halogen atom, a lower alkyl 
group or a lower alkoxy group; 

R^ is a hydrogen atom or a lower alkyl group; 

R^ is a hydrogen atom, a halogen atom, a lower alkyl group, a lower alkoxy group, a 
di(lower alkyl)amino group, a carboxy group, or a lower alkoxycarbonyl group; 

R^ is a hydrogen atom, a halogen atom, a lower alkyl group, a halo-lower alkyl group, a 
hydroxy-lower alkyl group, a hydroxy group, a lower alkoxy group, a cyano group, a lower 
alkylsulfonyl group, a lower alkylsulfonylamino group, ^OR^^ -A*-COR^^ or -0-A^-COR^^; 

R*^ is a hydroxy group, a lower alkoxy group or -NR* ^R^^; 

each of R^* and R^^ is independently a hydrogen atom, a lower alkyl group, a carboxy- 

11 \'y 

lower alkyl group or a lower alkoxycarbonyl-lower alkyl group, or R and R , together with the 
nitrogen atom to which they are bonded, form a cyclic amine; 

A^ is a lower alkylene group or a lower alkenylene group; 

A is a lower alkylene group; and 

R^^ is a lower alkyl group. 

5. (original): The compound according to claim 4, or a pharmaceutically acceptable 
salt thereof, wherein 

R^ is -COR*^ or -0CH2C0R^^; and 

R^^ is a hydroxy group or a lower alkoxy group. 

6. (original): The compound according to claim 5, or a pharmaceutically acceptable 
salt thereof, wherein at least one of R^ and R^ is a hydrogen atom. 
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7. (original): The compound according to claim 5, or a pharmaceutically acceptable 
salt thereof, wherein and R"^ are a hydrogen atom. 

8. (original): The compound according to claim 7, or a pharmaceutically acceptable 
salt thereof, wherein 

each of R^ and R^ is independently a hydrogen atom or a lower alkyl group; and R^ is a 
lower alkyl group. 

9. (original): The compoimd according to claim 7, or a pharmaceutically acceptable 

salt thereof, wherein 

R"* is a hydrogen atom; and 

each of R^ and R^ is independently a lower alkyl group. 

10. (original): The compound according to claim 7, or a pharmaceutically acceptable 

salt thereof, wherein 

R"*, R^ and R^ are a hydrogen atom; and 

R^s a halogen atom, a lower alkyl group, a lower alkoxy group, or a di(lower 
alkyl)amino group. 

1 1 . (original): The compound according to claim 7, or a pharmaceutically acceptable 

salt thereof, wherein 

R"*, R^ and R^ are a hydrogen atom; and 
R^ is a lower alkyl group. 
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12. (original): The compound according to claim 1 , a lower alkyl ester thereof, or a 
pharmaceutically acceptable salt thereof, selected from the group consisting of 

4'-{2-[(lS,2R)-2-hydroxy-2-(4-hydroxy-3-methane-sulfonylaminophenyl)-l- 

methy lethylamino] ethoxy } -3 ' ,5 ' -di-methy lbiphenyl-4-carboxylic acid; 

4'-{2-[(lS,2R)-2-hydroxy-2-(4-hydroxy-3-methane-sulfonylaminophenyl)-l- 

methylethylamino]ethoxy}biphenyl-4-carboxylicacid; 

4 ' - { 2- [(R)-2-hydroxy-2-(4-hydroxy-3 -methanesulfonyl- 
aminophenyl)ethylamino]ethoxy}-2',6'-dimethylbiphenyl-4-carboxylic acid; 

(4'.{2-[(lS,2R)-2-hydroxy-2-(4-hydroxy-3-methane-sulfonylaminophenyl)-l- 
methylethylaminojethoxy } -3 ',5'-di-methylbiphenyl-4-yloxy)acetic acid; 

4' - {2-[( 1 S,2R)-2-hydroxy-2-(4-hydroxy-3-methane-sulfonylaminophenyl)- 1 - 

methylethylaminojethoxy} -2',6'-di-methylbiphenyl-4-carboxylic acid; 

(4'-{2-[(lS,2R)-2-hydroxy-2-(4-hydroxy-3-methane-sulfonylaminophenyl)-l- 

methylethylamino]ethoxy)-2',6'-di-methylbiphenyl-4-yloxy)aceticacid; 

4' - { 2- [(R)-2-hydroxy-2-(4-hydroxy-3 -methanesulfony 1- 
aminophenyl)ethylamino]ethoxy}-2-methylbiphenyl-4-carboxylicacid; 

4 ' - { 2- [(R)-2-hydroxy-2-(4-hydroxy-3 -methanesulfonyl- 
aminophenyl)ethylamino]ethoxy}biphenyl-3,4-dicarboxylicacid; 

3-(N,N-dimethylamino)-4'-{2-[(R)-2-hydroxy-2-(4-hydroxy-3- 
methanesulfonylaminophenyl)ethylamino]ethoxy}-biphenyl-4-carboxylicacid; 

3-ethoxy-4'-{2-[(R)-2-hydroxy-2-(4-hydroxy-3-methane- 
sulfonylaminophenyl)ethylamino]ethoxy}biphenyl-4-carboxylicacid; 
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4'-{2-[(R)-2-hydroxy-2-(4-hydroxy-3-methanesulfonyl- 
aininophenyl)ethylaniino]ethoxy } biphenyl-4-carboxylic acid; 

4'-{2-[(R)-2-hydroxy-3-(2-oxo-2,3-dihydro-lH-benzimidazol-4- 
yloxy)propylamino]ethoxy}-3 ',5'-dimethyl-biphenyl-4-carboxylic acid; and 

4'-{2-[(R)-2-hydroxy-3-(2-oxo-2,3-dihydro-lH-benzimidazol-4- 
yloxy)propylamino]ethoxy }-3 -isopropyl-3 ' ,5 ' -dimethylbiphenyl-4-carboxylic acid. 

13. (currently amended): A pharmaceutical composition which comprises, as an 
active ingredient, a compound noonrding to claim 1 o f general fo r mula (D: 



or a pharmaceuticallv acceptable salt thereof. 
wherein 

R' is a hydrogen atom or a lower alkvl group: 

each of R^ and R^ is independently a hvdroeen atom or a lower alkvl group: 

each of R'*. R^ and R^ is independently a hydrogen atom, a halogen atom, a lower alkyl 

group or a lower alkoxy group; 

R^ is a hydrogen atom or a lower alkyl group; 

R^ is a hydrogen atom, a halogen atom, a lower alkyl g roup, a lower alkoxy group, a 
cycloalkyl group, a heterocvcloalkyl group, an aryl group, an aryloxv group, an aralkyloxy 



Ar 
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rroup. a heteroarvl group, a hvdroxv-lower alkvl group, a hvdroxv group , a dif lower alkyDamino 
rroup. a cyclic amino group, a didower alkvDamino-lower alkvl group , a lower acvl group, a 
lower alkvl sulfanvl group, a lower alkvlsulfonvl group, a carboxv group , a lower alkoxvcarbonyl 
group or an aralkvloxvcarbonvl group. 

or and are bonded together to form -QCH?Q- or -CH= CH-CH=CH-: 

R^ is a hydrogen atom, a halogen atom, a lower alkvl g roup, a halo-lower alkvl group, a 



hvdroxv-lower alkvl group, a hvdroxv group, a lower alkoxv g roup, a cvano group, a lower 



alkvlsulfonvl group, a lower alkvlsulfonvlamino group. -CQR'". -A'-CQR'". or -Q-A^-CQR 
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10. 



1 1 12 

R'" is a hvdroxv group, a lower alkoxv group or -NR R . 

each of R" and R'^ is independently a hydrogen atom, a lo wer alkvl group, a carboxv- 

It 1 ^ 

lower alkvl group or a lower alkoxvcarbonvl-lower alkvl group, or R and R . together with the 
nitrogen atom to which they are bonded, form a cyclic amine: 

a' is a lower alkvlene group or a lower alkenvlene group; 

A^ is a lower alkvlene group: 

Ar is a group represented bv a formula: 




. or a heteroarvl group; 



each of r'^ and R'^ is independently a hydrogen atom, a ha logen atom, a lower alkvl 
group, a halo-lower alkvl group, a lower alkoxv g roup, a hvdroxv group, a lower 
alkvlsulfonvlamino group or a lower acvlamino group, or when r'^ and R* '* are adjacent each 
other, then r'^ and R'" are bonded together to form a group represented bv -NH-C(QVNH-, 



11 



AMENDMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. §1.111 



Attorney Docket No.: Q94259 



Application No.: 10/576,753 

provided that when one of R'^ and R'"* is a hydrogen atom, then the other is not a hydroxy group; 
and 

A is a bond. -OCH?- or -SCH2-. and a pharmaceutically acceptable carrieref^ 
phormao e utioolly aoooptable oalt th e r e of . 

Claim 14 (canceled). 

15. (currently amended): A pharmaceutical combination comprising (ALa compound 
nccnrding to claim l of general formula (1): 



or a pharmaceutically acceptable salt thereof, 
wherein 

R' is a hydrogen atom or a lower alkvl group: 

each of R^ and R^ is independently a hydrogen atom or a lo wer alkyl group: 

each of R^ R^ and R^ is independently a hydrogen atom, a halogen at om, a lower alkvl 

group or a lower alkoxv group: 

R^ is a hydrogen atom or a lower alkyl group: 

R^ is a hydrogen atom, a halogen atom, a lower alkvl gro up, a lower alkoxv group, a 
cvcloalkvl group, a heterocvcloalkvl group, an arvl gro up, an arvloxv group, an aralkyloxy 



Ar 
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rroup. a heteroarvl group, a hvdroxv-lower alkvl ^roup. a hydroxy group, a didower alkyHamino 
[roup, a cyclic amino group, a didower alkynamino-lower alk vl group, a lower acyl group, a 
lower alkvlsulfanyl group, a lower alkvlsulfonvl group, a carbox y group, a lower alkoxycarbonyl 
group or an aralkvloxvcarbonyl group. 

or and R" are bonded together to form -QCH ?0- or -CH=CH-CH=CH-: 
R^ is a hydrogen atom, a halogen atom, a lower alkvl group, a halo-lower alkvl group, a 
hvdroxv-lower alkvl group, a hydroxy group, a low er alkoxv group, a cvano group, a lower 



alkvlsulfonvl group, a lower alkvlsulfonvlamino group. -CQR'°. -A'-CQR'". or -Q-A"-CQR'"; 



10 



10. 



Ilnl2 



r'° is a hydroxy group, a lower alkoxv group or -NR R . 

each of R" and R'^ is independently a hydrogen atom, a lower alkvl group, a carboxy- 
lower alkvl group or a lower alkoxvcarbonvl-lower alkvl group, or R" and R'I together with the 
nitrogen atom to which they are bonded, form a cyclic amine; 

a' is a lower alkvlene group or a lower alkenvlene group; 

A2 is a lower alkvlene group; 

Ar is a group represented bv a formula: 




. or a heteroarvl group; 



each of R'^ and R"* is independently a hydrogen atom, a halogen atom, a lower alkvl 
group, a halo-lower alkvl group, a lower alkoxv gro up, a hydroxy group, a lower 
alkvlsulfonylamino group or a lower acvlamino group, or when R'^ and R*'* are adjacent each 
other, then r'^ and R'" are bonded together to form a group represented bv -NH-C(0)-NH-, 
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provided that when one of R'^ and R'" is a hydrogen atom, then th e other is not a hydroxy group; 



and 



A is a bond. -OCH?- or -SCH? o ooording to claim 1 or a pharmao e utioally acooptablo oalt 



(B) at least one member selected from the group consisting of an antiobesity agent, an 
antidiabetic agent, a hypolipidemic agent and a therapeutic agent for urinary dysfunctions other 
than a p3-adrenoceptor agonist. 



Claim 16 (canceled). 



17. (currently amended): A method for treatin g or preventing obesity, diabetes 
mellitus, hyperlipidemia, depression, urinary dysfunctions, diseases caused by biliary calculus or 
biliary tract hypermotility, or diseases caused by intestinal hypermotility, which comprises 
administering an effective amount of a compound according to claim 1 of general formula (I): 



OH ^ 



Ar 




(I) 



or a pharmaceutically acceptable salt thereof. 



wherein 



R' is a hydrogen atom or a lower alkvl group; 

each of R^ and R^ is independently a hydrogen atom or a lower alkvl group; 
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Par.h nfR\ and is independently a hydrogen atom, a halogen atom, a lower alkyl 

grou p or a lo wer alkoxy grow: 

R^ is a hydrogen atom or a lo wer alkyl group: 

is a hydrogen atom, a halogen atom, a lower a lkvl group, a lower alkoxy group, a 
cvcloalkvl group, a heterocvcloalkyl group, an arvl group, an arvloxy group, an aralkylox- 
pron p, a heteroaryl p rnu p. a hvdroxy-lower alkyl gr oup- a hydroxy gronn a diQower alkyl)amino 
rroup. a cvclic amino group, a diHower alkv namino-lower alkvl group, a lower acyl group, a 
lower alkylsulfanvl group, a lower alkvlsulfon v l group, a carboxv group, a lower alkoxycarbonyl 

group or an aralkvloxvcarbonvl group, 

or R^ and R" are bonded togeth «r tn fnrm -OCH^O- or -CH=CH-CH=CH-; 

is a hydrogen atom, a halogen atom, a lower alkvl grou p, a halo-lower alkyl group, a 
hvdroxv-lower alkvl group, a hvdroxv group, a lower al koxv group, a cvano group, a lower 
alkvlsulfonvl group. a lower alkvlsulfonvlamino proup. -COR'". -A'-COR'", or -O-A^-COR • 



11 12 

R'Ssahvdroxvgroup. a lower alkoxv gro up or -NR R . 

each of r" and R'^ is independently a hydrogen atom, a lower alkvl group, a carboxy- 
lower alkvl group or a lower alkoxvcarbonvl-lower alkvl group, or R" and R'^ t o g ether with the 
ni tropen atom to which thev are bonded, form a cvclic amine: 

a' is a lower alkvlene group or a lower alk enylene group: 

is a lower alkvlene group: 
Ar is a group represented bv a formula: 




. or a heteroarvl group: 
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Par.h nf r'^ and R'^ is independently a hydrogen at nm. a halogen atom, a lower alkyl 
haln-lnwer alkvl gr ou p, a lower a lkoxv group, a hydroxy group, a lower 
.ivyknifonyl^minn prnii p or a low p r ^nylamino groun. or when R'' and R are adjacent each 
other, then R'^ and r'^ are bonded together t o form a group represented by -NH-C(0)-NH-. 
....nH.H ti^.t whPn one of r'^ and R'^ is a hydrogen atom, then the other is not a hydroxy group; 



and 



A ic a hnnd , -OCHt or -SCH?- Of tt phormacoutioally 



aoooptablo salt thereof . 
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